ACCESSION   OF  FAISAL
cable to the High Commissioner stating that Faisal in his
coronation speech must declare that the ultimate authority in
'Iraq lay with the High Commissioner.
Faisal immediately protested that he could not go on if such
a statement were required. He pointed out that in the conver-
sations held in London, he had accepted the candidature for the
throne on the understanding that a treaty of alliance to replace
the Mandate would be negotiated and that his prestige and
dignity as king would be safeguarded. It was essential that he
appear as an independent sovereign in alliance with Great
Britain if he were to win over the extreme Nationalists. The
High Commissioner also pointed out to the Colonial Office the
unfavourable effect which the announcement would have on
the country as well as on Faisal. He submitted that sufficient
control could be exercised by less obvious methods. The order
was eventually modified, a few days before the enthronement
on August 23rd, the day selected by FaisaL1
Long before the hour set for the ceremony of accession, six
o'clock of the morning of August ssrd, all available space in the
great Sarai Square was filled with tribal shaikhs, religious
dignitaries, civil and military officials and notables from all
parts of 'Iraq, save Kirkuk and Sulaimaniya. The Sarai itself
had been decorated with multitudes of * Iraqi flags of black,
white, green and red, and with banners bearing loyal inscrip-
tions. Smart recruits of the National Army were drawn up
around the Square. The ist Royal Berkshires furnished the
guard of honour.s
Promptly at six o'clock, Amir Faisal made his appearance,
accompanied by Sir Percy Cox, Lieut.-General Sir Aylmer
Haldane, Colonel Cornwallis and A.D.C.s and proceeded across
the Square to the raised dais. After Amir Faisal's salutations to
1 This day was chosen by Faisal because it coincided with the ShI'a feast of
Al-Ghadir, commemorating the nomination of 'All as master of the people by
the Prophet Muhammad.
2 Baghdad Times, August 34th, 1931; but cf. Bell, op. at., pp. 630-1, where
the Dorsets are mentioned.
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